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on 18th February 1915; and by and at the Neighbourhood Playhouse,
New York, on I4th November 1916.
Among the First Players.
Gertrude Kingston played Catherine; Miriam Lewes, Varinka;
Norman McKinnel, Patiomkin; Edmund Breon, Edstastonj and
Dorothy Massingham, Claire. In America Gertrude Kingston
repeated her performance as the Empress, and among her courtiers
were Erskine Sanford and Albert J. Carroll
'Exception has been taken to the title of this seeming tomfoolery
on the ground that the Catherine it represents is not Great Catherine,
but the Catherine whose gallantries provide some of the lightest
pages of modern history. Great Catherine, it is said, was the
Catherine whose diplomacy, whose campaigns and conquests, whose
plans of Liberal reform, whose correspondence with Grimm and
Voltaire enabled her to cut such a magnificent figure in the eighteenth
century. In reply, I can only confess that Catherine's diplomacy
and her conquests do not interest me.'                             G. B. S.
Not, in short, a historical play. Rather, a bravura piece
written for Gertrude Kingston, whom Shaw had recom-
mended to play queens. He then discovered that in the
modern drama there were no queens, while in the older
there were none worth playing. So, to make his advice
acceptable, Shaw wrote Great Catherine, remarking that
no other queen could stand up to the joint talents of
Gertrude Kingston and Bernard Shaw.
(31)                        THE MUSIC CURE
Written in 1913. First production by Kenelm Foss at the Little
Theatre, London, on 28th January 1914. Not performed in
America.
Among the First Players.
William Armstrong and Madge Mclntosh played Lord Reginald
and Strega respectively.
'A Piece of Utter Nonsense.'                                    G. B. S.
Written to celebrate, and performed as a curtain-raiser
to, the hundredth performance of Magic, G. K. Chesterton's
delightful and only play.
As a journalist, Chesterton had been indefatigable in
denouncing certain ministers of the Crown for alleged